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" the first that there could be but one end-
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The American Constitution, the Ameri-
can ldea, the American Spirit, first, last,
and all the time, now and forever! This
i= the sentiment which should actuate
every American citizen on the approach of
the Fourth of July. 3

When patriotic fervor languishes, the
Nation is on the Jdecline. It should be the
endeavor of every person of accountable
ears. who owes allegiance to the Flag .of
lags. to see that that Flag receives its
full measure of attention. its meed of pa-
triotic devotion in bestowing which, every
citizen of the United States must feel
exalted and wplifted and h's soul become
just that much finer and better.

The Fourth of July marks many epochs
in our National history.. Those epochs
may be said to have commenced with the
momentous act of that far-away Fourth of
July, “When, in the course of human
events, it became necessary for one people
to dissolve the pelitical bands which had
counected them with another, and to as-
sume, among the powers of the earth, the
geparate and equal station to which the
Jaws of nature and of natures God en-
titled them.”

1t was but a handful of men who gath-
ered in that stuffy little room in Inde-
pendence Hall.—it had not yet earned that
title, July Fourth. 1776, however,—just
half a hundred men, perhapS, but they
were actuated by the highest principles
and their hearts were strengthened by
stern resolve. To do what they there re-
golved to do, on that July day. meant high
treason, and most dishonorable death the
penalty, had their venture been a losing
one.

It was late on a Thursday afternoon
that this brave half hundred men entered
the modest brick building in Philadelphin,
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and tock up for discussion the immortal

document which was to be the cornerstone
of the greatest Nation on earth. How we
wish we might know all that they said and
did throughout that long afternoon and
evening. How it .would enrich history! It
is true that the arraignment of old King
George was ample evidence that the pre-
cious moments were not wasted, and it is
true, also, that never before in human his-
tory had half a hundred men performed so
prodigious a feat.

For nearly four weeks, or, to be exact.
since the 7th day of June, these 50 men,
Delegates from the 13 Colonies sitting in
Congress, in Philadelphia, had been debat-
ing a resolution introduced in that body
by Richard Henry Lee. It was short and
to the point:

“Resolved. That the United Colonies are
and ouglt to be free and independent
States and their political connection with
Great Britain is and ought to be dis-
solved.”

Then Bunker Hill, June 17, 1775, light-
ed the torch of Revolut'on in the United
Colonies, just as Ruffin's shot on Sumter
let loose the dogs of war in April. 1861.
The people had pot done much thinking
about what was going to happen, up to
fhat time, but the leaders knew that the
fssue was fairly before them, and that it
must be fought to a finish. They felt from

“THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES"

pointed to Indeperidence. Each of the Col-
onies had its agitators. and these set to
work with renewed activity. The leaven
thue planted was by degrees diffused
throughout the then settled portion of the
United States. North Carolina took the
lead as a “province,” and her convention
empowered its delegates in Congress “to
concur with those in the other Colonies
in declaring independency.” Virginia,
May 15, went a step further and “in-
structed” her delegates unanimously, “to
propose to that respectable body. to declare
the united Colonies free and independent
States, absolved from all allegiance or de-
pendence upon the Crown or Parliament
of Great Britain; and to give the assent
of that Colony to such declaration.”

During that same month Massachusetts
and Rhode Island virtually adopted simi-
Mr resolutions. 8o it was that Congress
had been watching the trend of public
opinion and the procession of events, and
personally each had counted the cost.
“Their lives, their fortunes and their
sacred honor” was the sacrifice they offered
for the corner-stone of Liberty's great
monument.

8o it happened that when Mr. Lei‘:f-
fered his resolution it was not the ‘k
that it might have been had the Colonies
not been foresighted enough to conclude
that they could not long exist as dependen-
cies of Great Britain, and that they must
liberate themselves. or die. There were
men in that Congress, however, who were
not willing to raise the issue. So the reso-
lution went over to the next day. On the
8th of June the resolution was taken up
and debated in Committee of the Whole.
Its stanchest supporters were its mover,
Richard Henry , of Virginia, and John
Adams, of Massachusetts. Unexpected op-

tion came from the delegates from
ennsylvania and Maryland, who were in-
structed by their State Conventions to op-
pose such action. New York was unin-
structed, and hesitated to vote on so mo-
mentous a8 matter until the delegates had
been instructed by the State Convention.
Delaware opposed the resolution, then and
afterward.

The resolution was put to a vote in the
Committee of the Whole on the 10th of
June, 1776, and by a bare majority of the
Colonies carried.

As so many of the Delegates were unin-
structed and hesitated to go on record until
their States had told them what to do, it
was decided not to call the resolution up
in the House immediately, but to give the
hesitating Delegates time to hear from their
constituents on the subject: so further ac-
tion was postponed until July 1.

AND THEN CAME BUNKER HILL!

In the meantime, a committee, consist-
ing of Messrs. Jefferson, John Adams, Ben-
jamin Franklin, Roger Sherman and Rob-
ert R. Livingstone was appointed to pre-
pare a Declaration of Independence, and
the Delegates who desired to take this sum-
mary action immediately set to work to
make sentiment for independence.

The State Conventions were called on to
instruct their Delegates in Congress, if
they had not already done so. June 14,
Connecticut, conservative then as now, in-
structed her delegates to *“join the other
Colonies on this question.” New Hamp-
shire followed with the same instructions,
June 15. New Jersey fell into line on the
21st, On June 28, Maryland, seeing how
the land lay. rescinded her action of a
month previous, and instructed her Dele-
gates to vote for Independence. Pennsyl-
vania, seeing the handwriting on the wall,
did the same thing, recalling the former
instructions and-ordering her Delegates to
vote for Independence.

Notwithstanding this, when July 1 came,
and all these instructions were laid before
Congress, Pennsylvania mfnre.‘ four votes
against Independence a three for it.
Delaware had present but two delegates,
and they divided, heinﬁone, Thomas Me-
Kean, for and ead against Inde-
pendence. The ution was reported to

Saw.

as offered by Mr. Lee, and entered upon
the journal of the House.

FORMULATING THE PROCLAMATION.

The Special Committee appointed to pre-
pare a Declaration of Independence report-
ed their action June 28, July 4 it was laid
before Congress for final decision, and re-
ceived the vote of every Colony, but not
of all the Delegates. When a majority of
the Delegates from a Colony voted for In-
dependence, it carried the Colony, and so it
was that the Colonies are recorded as unan-
imously in favor of the Declaration. There
was a stormy old time while Jdiscussing
the Declaration.

As is always the case when important
measures are before Congress, menibers
were away, and in the case of Delaware
this absence at this time was all but stag-
gering, because the State was about to be
the only one of the Colonies to vote against
Independence. Mr. McKean was so deter-
mined to have a majority vote of Dela-
ware for Independence that Le sent an ex-
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greater, perhaps, never was or will be de-|
cided among men. A resolution was pa
without one dissenting Colony ‘that these
United Colonies are, and of nﬁt ought to
be, free and independent.’ The _daie is
passed, The 4th of July, 1776, will be a
memorable epoch in the history of Amer-]
ica. 1 am apt to believe it will be celebrat-
ed "by succeeding generations as the great
anniversary festival. It ought to be com-
memorated as the day of deli\:omnre‘(}:i'
solemn acts of devotion to Almighty God.
It ought to be solemnized with pomp,
shows, games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires
and illuminations from one end of the con-{
tinent to the other from this time forward
forever.”

ADAMS AND JEFFERSON DIE SIMUTANE-
OUSLY.

There is a pathetic coincidence conuect-
ed with this prophesy. John Adams was
the second P’resident of the United States.
Jefferson followed him. But by this time
there had come in between these life-long
friends the curse of political jealousy, and
they were to live nearly a quarter of a
century longer estranged, the butt of each
other’s sharp-tongued sarcasm, and then to
die on the same day, July 4, 1826, the 50th
auniversay of their signing the Declara-
tion of Independence, which was their
joint effort.

A scant 2,000,000 of people derlm:od
themselves a Nation on that July 4, 1776.
They dwelt in the fruitful regions along
the eastern part of the country, between
the Allegany Mountains and the Atlantic
Ocean. Their ambitions and aspirations
were as narrow as their horizon. While
they builded for the centuries, their records
show that they had no conception of the
glorious compact into which they had en-
tered. These people had no political char-
acter, for political parties were to come as
the natural consequence of their act. They
were held together by no bond of union
but common suffering, common necessities
and common danger.

This scant 3,000,000 people had no vet-
eran army, no arsenals, no munitions of
war, few fortifications, no public treasury,
no power to levy taxes, and no credit on
which to obtain a loan. And against the
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press after Cesar Rodney, a Delegafe
whom he knew was for severance of rela-
tions with Great Britain. Mr. Rodney
was 80 miles away from Philadelphia, but
he started immediately on horseback, and
by riding all day and night he managed to
reach the floor of the House just as the
vote was about to be taken, and carried
Delaware for Independence.

And so is was the Declaration of Inde-
pendence was adopted by a ‘“‘unanimous’
vote of the 13 Colonies, July 4, 1776.

The Special Committee had left the prep-
aration of the immortal document to Mr.
Adams and Mr. Jefferson. There always
has been, and there always will be, a differ-
ence of opinion as to who furnished the
brains of the document. Knowing the men
as historv has recorded them, a reasondble
thinker will at once conclude that each and
every one of them had a say-so in the make
up of the paper. The Declaration of Inde-
pendence went before the Congress in - the
handwriting of Thomas Jefferson. On
looking over the handwriting of the five,
this seems to have been canny wisdom on
the part of the other members of the com-
mittee. Jefferson made an excellent clerk.
His handwriting could be read., That is
more than can be said of most of the others.

ADOPTION OF THE DECLARATION,

Congress amended the Declaration in a
few particulars, taking out some unneces-
sary rancor inserted by Jefferson, and then
gave it their sanction at noon, July 4, 1776.
It was immediately published to the
world as the defi of the Colonies against
the tyranny of England. But it was not
yet signed. .

The Declaration was engrossed on parch-
ment, and on Aug. 2, was laid before Con-
gress for the signatures of the members.
By this time many who had been in Con-
gress when the proposition was first laid
before that bedy had retired and others
had taken their places. Those who were
members on the 2d of August, 1776, signed
the document. .

John Hancock, as President of the Con-
gress, wrote in-a big, bold black hand the
first name on that document. The others
followed by States, 56 in all.

When the news was published to the
world in the city of Philadelphia the peo-
ple went wild, and the great “Liberty Bell”
was rung. ,

Was it for this that the maker had in-
scribed upon the great bell the words. “Pro-
claim liberty throughout all the lands unto
all the inhabitants thereof?"

Who can tell? Certain it is that we
have been doing this right along since the
big bell began to boom on that far-away
July noon.

Cannon roared all day and all night
Messengers rode in hot haste to tell the
tale in all quarters of the city and to carry
the news to the distant troops.

In New York City Washington waited
impatiently for the word which was to
come to him from the Congress. About
him was his little army, and through the
anxious hours they watched the road up
which the courier of liberty or the messen-
ger of shame should ride. Which would
it be? Washington’s faith was supreme, |
and his prayers were answered. |

The courier with his precious burden of |
good' tidings which was to bring to thel
Army the word that behind them was a
Nation with a big N, traveled a triumphal
course from Philadelphia, the cheers from
the receding villagers joining those on to
the front, so that the peans of the people
ascended for nearly 24 solid hours, and
the booming of guns was heard from one
end of the Atlantic coast to the other.

RECEPTION BY THE ARMY,

Washington had the action of Congress
read to the Army, and the welcome infor-
mation was received with loud acclaim by
all. There were ‘no rebels, all were pa-
triots. That night the bronze statute of
King George I11 was torn from its pedestal
in Bowling Green, and was smashed to
fragments and thrown .into the melting-
furnace. Out of it were molded 42,000 bul-
lets for the patriot troops.

To-day you might stick up a statue of
old King George in every public square
in the land, and it would not cause a
ripple of comment. Not one in a million
would even recoguize the fat old tyrant of
“no regruenutinn no taxation” days. The
little Flag of 13 stars has grown to such
tremendous size that her constellation of
45 brilliant sparklers gives light to and
dominates the whole world.

Old John Adame prophesied this. He
saw with clear and prescient eye what the
years would bring to a people who in their
youth dared to brave the wrath and power
of the then greatest nation on earth.

“Yesterday,” wrote Johm Adams to his

the House July 1, but on request went
over till the 2d, when it was passed, exactly

Mistress of the World this little Na?ion

qad tossed its defiance. A nation whose
vy was the greatest on earth, her army
he largest, her oflicers skillful and prac-
ixed, her statesmen subtle and sagacious,

And now?

Read the lesson in the stars on the Flag!

Under their benign radiance 80,000,000
f people in the sunlight of freedom enjoy
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
The sun never goes down, because it never
rises, upon the dominion of those stars.
In full refulgence the great day god sheds
his beams upon American mountains and
rivers, upon American churches and school-
houses, upon American farms and Amer-
ican factories every single second of each
»f the 24 hours throughout 365 days of the
vear,

We have unexampled prosperity at home,
we have unexampled prosperity abroad. It
is the manifest duty of every American
+itizen to hold the Nation upon th's high
standard, and it can not be kept there ‘ex-
vept this effort is put forth by the people.

“We have from the fathers a beautiful
heritage. It has been won for us by toil
and struggle, agony and bloody sweat. In
our day and time it is for us to see that
it is transmitted unimpaired and enriched
to those who shall dwell here when our day
in dome.”

EPIGRAMMATIC
UTTERANCES.

Sentimenfs Epitomized and Worth
Remembering—Echoes cof Republican
National Convention.

The oratory at the Republican National
Convention was of the convincing kind. It
ran not so much to high-sounding phrases
eloquently uttered as to hard, common
sense epigramatically expressed,

The mnominating speech of Ex-Gov.
Black, of New York, is crammed with
rich political sentiment, and must carry
conviction to many halting souls. So also
were the addresses of Speaker Cannon, Sen-
ator Beveridge and others.

Following are some of the kernels of the
more prominent speakers :

SPEAKER CANNON, .

“The Republican Party is a National
Party, and believes in diversification of our
industries and the protection of American
capital and American labor as against the
cheaper labor elsewhere on earth.”

“The Republican Party not only has to
care for itself, but has to care for the
minority by a wise policy.” .

“Imported a hy struck down our

great President en partisan strife had
almost ceased.”
_“The law, the sheet-anchor of civiliza-
tion, is strong enough to pull down the
strongest, strong enough to curb the wicked
and the vicious; strong enough, like the
grace of God, to throw its arms about the
weakest and the poorest and bring him
under his protection.”

*“The 20th century is to bring more of
good or evil to the human race than the
10th century brought. Under what party
banner will you enlist? Under that of the
reactionist, under that of the people who
sit still or tear down? Or will you take
service with the rarty aof Lincoln, and
Grant, and Garfield, and Harrison, and
McKinley, and Roosevelt, and help us
march on to victory?”

“Speaking to the living in the presence
of the dead, we have tears for them and
admiration for the great things that they
accomplished, but the glory of our race, of
our civilization, is that each generation
works out its own salvation and marches
forward to success, and the betterment of
the condition of mankind, and, as they drop
into the grave, their successors move on to
the stage of action, holding fast all that
the past has given us, and going in turn
a generation’s march further on for the
benefit of the race and of civilization.”

EX-GOV. BLACK,

“We are here to inaugurate a campaign
which seems already to be nearly closed.
8o wisely have the people sowed and
watched and tended, there seems little
now to do but to measure up the grain.
They are ranging themselves not for bat-
tle but for harvest.”

."The enemy has neither guns nor ammu-
nition, and if they bad they would use them
on each other.” :

“It is a sad duty for any party when its
only means of solving living issues is by
guessing at the possible attitude of a states-
man who is dead. This condition leaves
that party always a beginner and makes
every question new. The Democratic Party
has seldom tried a&urqblem on its own ac-

unt, and when j , its blunders have

n its only monuments, its courage is
remembered only in regret. As long as these
things are recalled that party may serve as
ballast, but it will never steer the ship.” '

“Wieen all the people have fog:tten will
dawn a golden era for this new Democracy.
But the country is not ready yet to place a
party in the lead whose most expressive
motto is the cheerless word ‘forget.’ That
motto may express contrition, but it does

not | re Neither fide
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great commandera‘never interrupt the ene-
my while lfe ix nmkimg a mistake.””

“The name. of « the Republican Iarty
stands over every deor where a righteous
cause whs bhem. - Its t's- have gath-
ered around evegy movement, no matter
how weak, if inspired by high resolve. Its
flag for more then B0 years has been the

was the word. That party needs no new
name or platformste designate its purposes.
It is now as<it ham been, equipped, militant
and in motion.: The ‘problems of. every age
that age can solve. *Great causes impose
great but never in any enterprise
have the Americam psople failed, and never
in any crisis has the .Republican Party
failed to express the comscience and intel-
ligence of that people.”

“Events are nimbaerless and mighty, and
-no man can tell which wire runs around
the world.”

“There is B0 regret so keen, in man or
country, as that which follows an oppor-
tunity unembraced. FKortune soars with
high and rapid wing, and whoever brings
it down must shoot with accuracy and
speed. Only the man with steady eye and
nerve and the courage to pull the trigger
brings the largest opportunities to the
ground. He does not always listen while
all the sages speak, but every day at night-
fall beholds some record, which, if not com-
plete, has heen at least pursued with con-
wcience and intrepid resolution. He is no
slender flower swaying in the wind, but
that heroic fiber which is best nurtured by
the mountains and the snow. He spends
little time in review, for that he knows can
be done by the =chools. A statesman grap-
pling with the living problems of the hour
he gropes but little in the past. He be-
lieves in going ahead. He believes that in
shaping the destinies of this great republic,
hope is a higher impulse than regret. He
believes that preparation for future
trinmphs is a more important duty than an
inventory of past mistakes. A profound
student of history, he is to-day the greatest
history-maker in the world. With the in-
stincts of the scholar, be is yet forced from
the scholar’s pursuits by those superbh
qualities which fit him to the last degree
for those great world currents now rushing
past with larger volume and more porten-
tous aspect than for many. years before.”

“He (Roosevelt) is not conservative, if
congervatism means waiting till it is too
late. He is not wise, if wisdom is to count
:i t.!ning a hundred times when once will
do.

“There are many things he may not
know, but this is sure, that above all things
else he stands for progress, courage and
fair play, which are the synonyms of the
American name.”

SENATOR BEVERIDGE.

“One difference between the opposition
and ourselves is this: They select their
candidate for the people, and the people
select our candidate for us.”

“They know that while he is President
the flag will ‘stay put,” and no American
advantage in the Pacific or the world be
surrendered. Americans never retreat.”

“He wins admiration in vain who wins
not affection also.”

“The American people! -The mightiest
force for good the ages have evolved.”

GEORGE A. KNIGHT, CALIFORNIA,

“Dishonesty, cowardice, and duplicity
are never impulsive. Roosevelt is impul-
sive, s0 be it—he is different.”

: H. 8. EDWARDS, OF GEORGIA.

“IHeadlines are not history, nor does the
passionate partisan write the final verdict
of a great people.” i

SENATOR DOLLIVER.

“Other conventions have met to settle the
fate of rival chieftnins; we meet to record
the judgment of the Republican -millions
of the United States.”

“The things on which we are agreed
are so great, and the things about which
we differ are so small, that we are able,
without sacrificing sincere Republican con-
victions auywhere, to unite as .ope man in
defense of our common faith.”

“We stand at the beginning of the new
era, and while the Republiecan Party leans
upon the counsel of its old leaders, it has
not hesitated to summon to the responsibili-
ties of public life the young men who have
been trained under their guidance to take
up the burdens which they are ready to'lay’
down, and finish the work which comes
:10 tl_hi'."m as an inheritance of patriotism and

uty.

EX-GOV. BRADLEY, KENTUCKY.

“The Republican Party has made no mis-
takes; therefore, it has no apologies to
offer. It has broken'no promises; there-
fore, it enters no plea of confession and
avoidance, It offers no guaranty for the
future save the record of its past.”

“Men. of the North, we come from the
battlefield consecrated to freedom with the
blood of your brave sons. We are the cus-
todians of your patriot dead, and each year
commemorate their deeds and decorate their
graves with flowers. In their names and
by their- memories the disfranchised South
appeals to you for justice. Shall it be said
that your sons marched and fought and
died in vain? Shall it be said that a
nation can exist part slave and part free?
Are people free who are forced to bear the
burden and yet denied the highest privilege
of citizenship? If it be true that warrant
may not be found in the Constitution to
prevent disfranchisement, then we beg that
Yyou no longer permit the disfranchised and
oppressed to be estimated for the pu
of increasing the electoral strength of their
oppressors.”

*Though the grape is crushed, and the
grain .is ground, they produce neither wine
ggr !ln:gad- for the persecuted men of the
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H-l;n " Kentucky we have ‘contended
against principalities and powers and the
rulers of darkness.” We have, in truth,
fought with all manner of beasts, mot at
Ephesus—but at Frankfort. We are nerv-
ing_ourselves for the coming -conflict,  and
in November next hope to break the chains
which partisan legislation ' has thrown
around us, and restore freedom to the State
which gave birth to Abrabam Lincoln, and

Clay.”

Oll and Gas.
If you are.interested in either, send for
f‘rea specimen copies of The Petroleum
Gazette, Titusville, Pa., and Pittsburg,

Pa. The oldest independent oil and gas
journal. i -
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GEN. SICKLES ON ORDER 78.

The Oid Hero Approves It Most Strongly
in Every Way.

Dear Gen. Sickles: When you and I
were on the railread coach the other day,
in answer to some statements of the Com-
missioner of DPensions, you said in sub-
stance that his recent Pension Order was
a good one for all concerned, and you
made a very clear and concise demonstra-
tion that this said order was thoroughly
legal, a proper interpretation and appli-
cation of existing statute laws.

Would you be willing to put in writ-
ing for my use and informatiom-sub-
stantially what you said?

Ever very truly yours,
0. 0. HowARb.

Maj.-Gen. O. O. Howard, U. 8. A.

Dear General: Complying with your
request, 1 have much pleasure in recapit-
ulating the views expressed by me the
other day about the recent Pension Order
of President IRoosevelt. ;

The Constitution commands the Presi-
dent to “take care that the laws be faith-
fully executed.” Congress, in the organ-
ization of the Pension Office, imposed upon
the President the duty of supervising the
execution of the pension laws. It is the
only bureau in the Government placed un-
der the immediate direction of the Pres-
ident by an Act of Congress.

Order No. T8, dated March 13, 1904,
which recognizes old age as a disability
incapacitating a soldier or sailor to earn
a living by manual labor, and therefore
entitling him to a)Ernduated pension under
the Act of June 27, 1890, is sustained by
precedent and law, and is one of the wisest
acts of President Roosevelt's Administra-
tion.

You and I have heard this order de-
nounced as a usurpation of legislative
authority by the Exeeutive. These eritics
forget that Judge Lochran, President
Cleveland’s Commissioner of Pensions, by
his order of Sept. 3, 1803, gave the same
effect to the Act of 1890, fixing, however,
the age of 75 as the period of disability.
The legality of Judge Lochran’s order
was not questioned.

P’resident McKinley's Secretary of the
Interior, in July, 1897, established the
rule that “a claimant for pension under
the Act of June 27, 1800, who has at-
tained the age of 65 years, shall be en-
titled to at least the minimum rate of
pension ($6 a month) provided by that
Acl.” This order of P’resident MecKinley
was not disputed.

President Roosevelt’'s Commissioner of
Pensions, Col. Ware, in. his now famous
Order No. 78, approved by the Secretary
of the Interior, Mr. Hitcheock, directs
that “when a claimant under the Act of
June 27, 1800, has passed the age of 62
vears he is dizabled one-half in ability to
perform manual labor and is entitled to
be rated at $6 per month,” the minimum
pension, “after 65 years at $8 per month,
after 68 years at $10 per month, and after
70 years at $12 per month,” the maximum.

Each of these orders is based upon the
same interpretation of the Act of June
27, 1890. 1If Cleveland and MecKinley
were right, Hoosevelt is right.

It is the common experience of mankind
that old age unfits one to earn a living
by manual labor. Who will give a job of
hard work to a man over We have
seen that our PPension Office has for many
years recognized old age as a legal “dis-
ability,” affecting the fitness of a veteran
soldier or sailor to earn a support. Pres-
ident Roosevelt declares this inability be-
ging at the age of 62. That is true—and
Roosevelt has the same authority to fix
the pensionable period as Cleveland and
MeKinley had when they were in power.
Officers of the Navy are retired from serv-
ice at that age; Army officers are retired
at G4, Congress determined these periods.
In 1887 Congress directed that all of our
soldiers who served in the Mexican War,
who were over 62 years af age, should
be placed on the pension roll, giving them
$8 a month—%2 more Jper month than is
allowed by Order No. 78 to the civil war
soldiers of the same age. The President
followed these analogous cases,

The Almighty Rulef has enacted that
the great mass of mankind are seriously
disabled from earning a support by manual
labor at 62 years, and President Roose-
velt and the Pension Bureau have only
recognized that law in determining that
the pension of a veteran for disability,
under the Act of June 27, 1890, shall be-
gin at that age, at the rate of $6 a month,
and be increased gradually, until, at the
age of 70, ¥12 a month is allowed. As
Senator Spooner well said: **Service in
the Army is a draft upon the future which
must be honored in old age.”” The aver-
age age of the survivors is now between
62 and 65 years. Many a soldier or sail-
or in one day of battle does the work of
years. Veteran soldiers and sailors feel
the infirmities of age sooner than the aver-
age man.

Is the Roosevelt order cemsurable be-
causc it says that the disabilities of old
age begin at 62 and culminate at 707 Why
was not Cleveland denounced for the Pen-
sion Office Order of 18937 1Is it because
75 years was fixed as the pensionable age?
Why was not McKinley denounced for the
Pension Office Order of 18077 1Is it be-
cnuse 65 years was fixed as the pension-
oble age? If Roosevelt’s order is a usur-
pation of legislative authority, then Cleve-
land and McKinley are “particeps crim-
inis "—equally guilty. But nobody ever
complained of these acts of Roosevelt’s
predecessors. It is onlli our strenuous
young Hotspur, now esident, who is
found to be in fault in following the foot-
-steps of his predecessors.

Are these acts of Cleveland, McKinley
and Roosevelt lawful? Yes. It is a long-
established rule of our courts that in con-
struing a law which is to be applied by
the Executive Department of the Govern-
ment, the courts will sanction and accept
the practical operation and effect given
to the statute by those charged with the
duty of putting it in force, unless such in-
terpretation of the law is repugnant to its
plain intent and meaning. For 10 years
the Government has regarded old age as
a disability entitling a soldier or =sailor
of the civil war to a pension under the Act
of June 27, 1800, which grants pensions
to those who are unable to support them-
selves by manual labor. Congress has uni-
formly appropriated the money necessary
to pay these old age pensions. These ap-
propriations are all recognitions and ap-
provals of the Executive action, granting
old age pensions. The courts held that
such sanction by Congress is conclusive
on judicial tribunals,

President Roosevelt’s Order No. 78, of
March 13, 1904, is therefore the law of
the land,—having authority of the Execu-
tive, Legislative and Judicial Departments
of the Government. The propositions of
law, maintained in this letter, are sup-
ported by familiar cases to be found in
the reports of the Supreme Court of the
United States. See McKeen vs. Delany,
5 Cranch, 22; Brown vs. U. §, 113 U. 8.,
563; The Laura, 114 U, S, 411;: U. 8.
vs. Graham, 110 U. 8, 49; U. 8. vs. Phil-
brick, 120 U. 8,, 52; U. 8. vs. Johnston,
124 U. 8., 236. :

It is said that Order No. T8 costs
money. Yes, that is true. Time is re-
sponsible for this,—not Roosevelt. The
vgterans are growing o}]d; ]t(lllousands :g
them, every year, pass the old age peri

of 62. The war of the rebellion li)eésln
more than 40 years ago. Most of the men
who fought for the Union are past three
score years. The critics have the consola-
tion of knowing that death will soon ter-
minate the pensions granted for old nﬁe
publi-
can, have recognized and adopted this hu-
mane and reasonable interpretation of the
law. The courts of the United States will
sustain Order No. 78 whenever one of the
critics of the President will venture to go
into court to challenge its legality. The
arrows of his assailants will fall harmless
at his feet. The living veterans of the
civil war, their children and kindred, the
descendants of the million who have died,
and all of our people who cherish a manly
sympathy for the needs of their- defend-
ers, now tottering toward their graves, will
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bless Roosevelt for bis kindly and just ac-

Arxavis Cures

Disecases of the

Kidneys and Bladder:

when all other Remedies known

to Medical Science fail.

A-L-K-A-V-I-8 1= the Compound product of a
new and wonderful botanical . 1he -1
and mystical Mava-Mava Shrab, called b‘."-
anixtz the methysticum from the »
East Ind It works wonders in
of Hidney nnd Biadder Trewbles
all complirations aristiag frem them
whatever name and nature. The REMARK-
ABLE TESTIMOXNY of 10,000 Living Witnesses
and beneficlarien of mimmculous cures, consiming of
benevolent and big-hearted men and women In all
walks of life, together with the extraordinary record
of 1,200 cures of Hopeless Hospltal Cases 1n 30 days,
and other authentlcated medical reports, marvelons
citations, etc., which are too numerous 1o chroolcle
here, are published in our pamphlets, which are mailed
everywhere, free.

Freahly made and Freshl l-rll.l AL-
H A VIS is Absolutel !cu-hr_v%lm ng thexe Qan-
gerous disorders. Liberal Free

OfNen Cures and May Cure You Wi

One Cent of Expense. ALMAVIS s FPreo-
Ero‘ Fresh For Each Patiemt By Our Own
Lﬂu!:'. Meibod. POSITIVE GUUARANTEE OF
cu

This notice Is personal to you and of vital importance
to you. Kidney troubles are particularly insidioas In
their approach and development; thousands of both
sexes are affected without knowing fit.  The gficial sta-
tistics of deaths from Kidney disesses, pubilslied by
authority of law, are alarming.

That you may judge of the wvalue of this Greas
Discovery for reelf we will send you one Large
Case by mail EE, only asking that when cured
yourseif you will recommend it to others. §6 s &
“u!rllen‘mnﬂﬂl. Address THE
CHURCH KIDNEY CURE COMPANY, 460 Fourth
Avenue, New York City. X

TE ALKAVYIS » FRESHLY PRS-
No PARED from the RAVA-HNAVA
Shrub by this Company exclusively, and s

ready to suppiy FPrem ¥ as wanted., By
nm{.emrm one I m is glven away,

the crucial test for person or medicine,

this proposal: Send us oze dollar cou
forward you, prepaid, ome jar Pacal Balm. one

pon from person.

ATTENTION, COMRADES.
d 1
;amemte(:l;'eﬁh}:ﬁ :]I::?f(tmlgél;ﬁ&oli‘l:pﬂﬂ;.tgg PACAL BALM’
elaborate medicine chest with its various specifics. .
The me
argenmiem a own nome state ss PACAL BALM. (ostisuaiways

Now, Comrades, if you have any Throat or Lung Trouble, Catarrh of Head
or Stomach, Running Sores or Skin Disease, Rheninatism or Neuralgia, or any
of the many forms of Plles, Far and Eye Trouble (for which no remedy on
earth has done 8o much good), you need PACAL BALM. Tothe Comrades
only who have never tested the merits of these most valuahle rémedies, PA-
CAL BALM and PACAL LIVER GRANULES, (the latter for Torpid
Liver or any trouble calling for a safe Alterative or Cathart would make
issued by THE
UNE's last contest, for which we will allow you 50 per cent face value and will
botile Paeal Liver
Granules, that you may test their merits. We accept but one coun-

Address PACAL BALM CO., St. Louis, Mich.

Comrade A. H. OLMSTEAD, Frep.

to every er less of ex Have health,
money and perhaps life by wri to-day while the
above address is before you.
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“Tell Mother I’'ll Be There.”

(President McKinley's immortal message to his dying mother. )

“Grander than All the BEanners of the World.”
(Greatest of all Fiag Songs.)

“My Buckeye Home."

“I'm Lookimg for the Mail Man.”
(Everybody's Walls Song. )

“X Am Geoling Heme to Mother.”
(Hero Hobson Waliz Song.)

Five Famous Songs—Finest sheet musie—All Five for 30¢. Stamps taken.

MeCALLIP lElﬂ: ©0,, Columbus, Ohie.

McKinley Birthday
Memorial Medal
inciuded in each
order,

Reported Terrible Loss of
Promised.

Destruction of Russian Ships.

The reports, which have not yet been
verified, say that the Russian ships at
Port Arthur came outside the harbor to
make a raid through the Japanese fleet
similar to that which Cervera made from
Santiago, but were attacked during the

WAR IN THE ORIENT.

The Various Japanese Armies Seemingly Effecting a Junction—

Russian Ships—A Great Battle

The reports say that there were six bat-
tleships, which seems incredible in every
way, as the Russians cannot have six bat-
tleships in shape for action. If the mat-
ter is as at present reported, it ie the most
glaring demonstration of Russian incapa-
city yet made. It also indicates that the
investment of Port Arthur on the land side
has become so close and stringent, that the

@ BATTLES MuK®
sese JAPS -
-_—puss

- HEADS OF ADVANCE

OF MAIN ARMIES

“‘! ORu.

night by Japanese torpedo boats and
mostly destroyed. This is an event of such
magnitude that further details are eagerly
looked for. It seems altogether likely
that the Russians have suffered a severe
loss in powerful battleships and cruisers,

" A JAPANESE STANDARD-BEARER.

without any correspondisg injury to the

30 JAPARMY.
G&n. Nobz v

- HEADQUARTERS)
v 20.JAP ARMY,

e

POSITIONS OF THE JAPANESE ARMIES,

fall of that place is at hand, and that the
Russians therefore feel the necessity of
getting their ships out. -

The JIDII'.I. Army.

It seems altogether probable that the
Japanese armies moving up from the coast
by the various lines have every prospect
of successful concentration at Kai-chou.
w:hen this is accomplished they will have
Niuchwang in their grasp, and complete
control of the peninsula from there to Port
Ar‘lt‘l::“h

e Russians are said to be massi
'I‘a—tehe—_kiao, 15 miles north of l?alip -
where intrenchments are being erecll.:s'
and where it is said a great battle wili
be fought for the possession of Mukden
and the country south of the
River.

There have been numerous skirmishes
between scouting parties and outposts,
none of them of any consequence, nor ac.
companied with any particular loss.

The Japanese investment of Port Ar-
thur is variously reported at from five to
12 miles from the city. It seems clear
that the Japanese have encountered a line

'| of works much more formidable than those

they attacked and carried at Nanshan
Hill, =0 that we hear of no more assaults,
uor even of skirmishes between outposts
or clashes of detachments feeling around
for position.

-
A Great Invention.

John A. Stransky, of Pukwana, 8. D.,
has received a patent for a new smoke-
less gunpowder that will revolutionize the
powder business and make the inventor
rich. He says it ean be made for seven
cents per pound, and one pound will go
as far as ‘two pounds of black powder,
and one and one-half of the best smoke-
less powder. There is but a slight report
made and the recoil or kick is not notice-
able. The powder is smokeless and can
be made in any kitchen.




